Information for Religious Studies GCSE, EDUQAS Route A

Exam Structure

The RS exam is divided into three main components:

1.

Component 1: Religious, Philosophical, and Ethical Studies in the Modern World

o Topics include issues of relationships, life and death, good and evil, and human rights.

e This component is worth 50% of the final grade.

2. Component 2: Study of Christianity

e Focuses on beliefs, teachings, and practices of Christianity.

e This component is worth 25% of the final grade.

3. Component 3: Study of Islam

o Students will study the beliefs, teachings, and practices of Islam.

e This component is worth 25% of the final grade.

Revision Ideas

Regular Revision: Encourage your daughter to review her notes regularly and use revision guides.

Past Papers: Practicing past exam papers can help familiarize her with the exam format and
question styles.

Mind Maps and Flashcards: These tools can help in summarizing key concepts and making
revision more interactive.

Group Study: Studying with peers can provide different perspectives and enhance understanding.

Common Exam Questions

Define Key Terms: For example, "What is omnipotence?" or "What is stewardship?".
Describe Concepts: Such as "Describe the role of Word and Spirit in creation".

Explain Significance: Questions like "Explain why the concept of the Trinity is important in
Christianity".

Evaluate Arguments: For instance, "Evaluate the arguments for and against the existence of God".

Skills Needed

Knowledge and Understanding: Detailed knowledge of the subject material and the ability to
explain beliefs and actions.

Key Vocabulary and Sources of Authority: Familiarity with key terms and references to scripture
or religious teachings.

Impact and Analysis: Understanding how beliefs influence actions and the ability to break down
topics into parts.

Argument and Evaluation: Giving reasons for different viewpoints and weighing up ideas to come
to a judgment.



Useful Resources
o Past Papers and Mark Schemes:

e Save My Exams - Edugas GCSE Religious Studies Past
Papers: www.savemyexams.com/gcse/religious-studies/wjec-eduqas/past-papers/

e Revision World - Edugas GCSE RS Past Papers: www.revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/rs-
religious-studies/past-papers/eduqas-gcse-rs-past-papers

e Videos:
e GCSE Religious Studies with Edugas: www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2Cf25EJsxA

e Edugas GCSE Religious Studies - Route A
Introduction: www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAVbIWKddJA

e GCSE RE (Edugas) - Evolution and Catholics 5min
recap: www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTrEkcpzpzY



F BUG STRATEGY

BOX THE COMMAND WORD
| UNDERLINE THE KEYWORD
GLANCE BACK AT THE QUESTION

DARL B (5 MARKS)

o JSKS YOU 10 DESCRIBE AN IDEA, EVENT, CEREMONY,
BULLDING, BELTEF, TEACRING, VIEW, ATTITUDE EIC.

o DESCRIBE MEANS T0 DUTLINE / REPORT / GIVE DETAILS OF

o WRITE AT LEAST FIVE ACCURATE AND DETALLED PLECES OF
INFORMATION, INCLUDING SOURCES OF WLSDOM AND LOTS
OF SPECTALIST LANGUAGE

N0 MORE THAN 5 MINS

DARI C (1 MARKS).

o ASKS YOU 10 Z7LAIV AN IDEA, EVENT, ACTION, CEREMONY, BUILDING, BELLEF, TEACHING, VIEW, ATIITUDE ETC.

EIPLAIN MEANS T0 GIVE REASONS / MAKE CLEAR BY GIVING MORE DETALL / CLARIFY / GO BEYOND DESCRIPTION BY
OFFERING MORE DEPTA

USE WORDS LIKE “BECAUSE', "THIS SHOWS THAT...", "THIS IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE. ... INCLUDE LOTS OF SPECIALIST
LANGUAGE AND SOURCES OF WISDOM

[N THE THEMES PAPER YOU NEED 10 WRITE FROM TWO DIFFERENT RELIGLOUS VIEWPOINTS (DETATLED PARAGEAPH FOR
EACH)




Band Descriptor

An excellent, coherent answer showing knowledge and understanding of
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or conceptl. An excellent
understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and
societies,

Usas a range of religious/specialist language, tarms and sources of

A good, generally accurate answer showing knowledge and
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities
and societies.

Usas religious/specialis! language and terms and/or sources of wisdom
and authority genarally accurately.

A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief,
practice, leaching or concepl. A limited understanding of how beliel
influences individuals, communities and sociaties.

Usas religious/specialist language and terms andior sources of wisdom
and authority in a limited way.

Mo relevant information provided.

Band

Band Descriptor

Total

An axcellent, highly detailed explanation showing knowledge and
understanding of the religious idea, beliel, practice, teaching or
concepl. An excellent understanding of how belief influences
individuals, communities and societies.

Usas a range of religlous/specialist language, terms and sources of
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately,

T-8

A very good, detailed explanation showing knowledge and
undersianding of the relfigious idea, belief, praclice, teaching or
concept. A very good understanding of how belief influences
individuals, communities and societies.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of
wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately.

A good, generally accurale explanation showing some knowledge and
understanding of the religious idea, baelief, practice, teaching of
concepl, A good understanding of how balief influences individuals,
communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority generally accurately.

A limited andfor poorly organised axplanation showing limited
knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belie!, practice,
teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences
individuals, communities and sociebes.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority in a limited way.

1-2

Mo relevant information provided.
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Band Descriplor

An excellent, highly detaded analysis and evaluation of the issue based

on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral
reasoning 1o formulate judgements and present allemative or different
viewpaoinis. An excellent understanding ol how belief influsnces

individuals, communities and societies,

An excellent, mmmummm
ummwmmmm

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language. terms and sources of
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

13-18

A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on
accurale knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning
lo formulate judgements and present allernalive or different viewpaoinis.
A very good understanding of how belie! nfluences individuals,
communities and sociebes

mmmmdwbﬂﬂ such as
mwwm.mm

Uses and interprels refigious/specialis! language, terms and sources of
wisdom and authority appropriately and in detai,

10-12

A good, generally delailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on

mummmm.m-m
sooeties

A good, reasonably detaled consideration of non-religious beliefs, such
as those held by humanists and atheists *

Uses and interprels some religious/specialisi language. lerms and/or
sources of wisdom and autharity

Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited
knowledge of religion, religious leaching and moral reasoning o
Iumﬂniw A limited understanding of how belief influences
individuals, communilies and socielies.

A limited mummm such as thosa held by
humanists and athessts ™

Uses limited religious/specialis! language, terms and/or few sources of
wisdom and authority

A poor, basic staternent of a point of view and a very limited attempt, or
no attempt 1o formulate judgemeants or offer altemative or diffenant
viewpoints. Tenuous attempl or no altempl made lo demonsirale how
belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

A very basic consideration o no consideration of non-religious beliefs,
such as those heid by humanists and atheists *

Poor use or no use of religious/specialis! language. terms and/or
sources of wisdom and authority.

Mo relevant point of view siated.




