
OCR GCSE Drama
Section B-Written Exam
Live Theatre Review 

LIGHTING*SOUND*COSTUME*STAGING*ACTING



Retrieval

1. How many question are in Section B?

2. How many marks?

3. How much time should be spent on section B in total?

4. How much time should you spend if you have extra time?

5. Which aspects of live theatre might the question be on?

6. What written skills are you assessed on? Think command words!



Retrieval

1. How many question are in Section B? ONE (Question 9 of the paper)
2. How many marks? 30 Marks
3. How much time should be spent on section B in total? 35 minutes

4. How much time should you spend if you have extra time? 11 extra minutes (46 
minutes in total)

5. Which aspects of live theatre might the question be on? Acting, Design and 
Directing.

6. Describe, Evaluate and Analyse



Marking the question

 10 marks are given for your use of description and understanding of Drama Terminology and 
knowledge of how meaning is communicated within the play.

 20 marks are given for your ability to Evaluate and/or Analyse the impact a range of elements 
of the play had on you as an audience member. You must be able to provide evidence using 
specific moments from the production.

 TIP: In the exam start with this question first as you will be more prepared to answer this plus you 
want to bank the most marks first.



DESCRIBE (AO3) EVALUATE (A04) ANALYSE (A04)

WHAT- Moment or design

HOW- Examples using the ‘Rule 
of 3’ (3 Adjectives to describe 
the acting/design skills).

WHY- Explain effect or how 
meaning is being 
communicated.

Your personal opinion

This made me feel…

I think this successfully showed…

I loved how this…

This was a brilliant way to…

Think deeper and make links to:

• Artistic intention
• Historical context
• Themes
• Genre
• Style

10 MARKS 10 MARKS 10 MARKS

TOTAL= 30 MARKS



Types of questions

 Visual elements – everything you can see (lighting, costume, set/props, 
characterisation but not voice)

 Use of space – staging, levels, proxemics, parts of the stage (could include use of set)
 Characterisation – voice, facial expression, gesture, body language, gait
 Design elements/semiotics – costume, lighting, sound, set/props
 Style/conventions – specific to performance
 Specific scenes – opening, ending, climax, key scene

 BE ADAPTABLE!!!!



 Introduction – what you went to see, the overall style of the piece, the intentions of 
the performance.

 Paragraph 1 – most important of your points, specific and detailed examples from the 
performance, evaluation and analysis.

 Paragraph 2 – your next most important point, examples, evaluation and analysis

 Paragraph 3 – next most important point, examples, evaluation and analysis

 Conclusion– go back to the question and sum up your overall audience response 
linking back to the question.

Recommended Structure



Reading the question- what is it asking?

CUE- The first thing you should do when reading the question

C- Circle the command 
word

Use CUE on the following question/You may 
already know this exam technique as BUG

U-Underline the key words E- Expand on the question-
key words

9* Evaluate how the design aspects within the live performance                             
impacted you as an audience member

Lighting
Sound Set/props

Costume



Step by Step essay

STEP 1- Read the question

9. Evaluate the use of semiotics in the live production you watched 
and their impact it had on you as an audience member (30 marks).

Step 2- Let’s CUE it together (Circle, Underline, Expand) 



Step by Step essay

STEP 1- Read the question

9. Evaluate the use of semiotics in the live production you watched 
and their impact it had on you as an audience member (30 marks).

How meaning is communicated 
through design or acting

How the semiotics made me feel, think, 
question



Write your Introduction

Step 3- Write your Introduction (Keep it short- 3-4 sentences maximum)
• Title and playwright?   
• Director: 
• Where it was performed? 
• When you watched it? 
• A very brief summary of the play:
• Link to the question

I went to see a digitally streamed version of ‘Things I know to be True’ by Andrew 
Bovell in March 2025 in Leicestershire. It was directed by……….and is about……….



How to create a DEA paragraph.

DESCRIBE:
 What…is the scene you want to evaluate and analyse (Describe in a sentence).

 How…The Actor/lighting/set/sound/costume/sound designer demonstrated their skills. Rule of 3

 Why…This 

EVALUATE…As an audience member this made me feel…
ANALYSE…This could symbolise…



Let’s make a paragraph together

Using your grids:

DESCRIBE EVALUATE ANALYSE
SET What How Why/effect Opinion/Evaluation Deeper analysis
Designer: (moment 

from the 
play/desi
gn area)

(use 
technical 
drama 
terminolo
gy – rule 
of 3)

(how is meaning 
being 
communicated to 
the audience)

(this made me 
feel/in my opinion/I 
felt…)

Explain artistic 
intentions.

Links to historical 
context/style/ge
nre/themes

1



Let’s look at an example together



EXAMPLE 
ESSAY
(DESIGN)

Use three highlighters for:

 Description – to write about what they saw, 
heard or experienced (what, how why).

(10 marks)

 Evaluate – to judge or form your own opinion of 
the skills/key moment, such as explaining how 
successful it was. 

 Analyse- looking deeper into the skills or 
moment created. What else it communicated 
for the audience. Historical context, deeper 
themes, genre, style might be referenced here.

(20 marks)



Live Theatre- example paragraph
Read through and highlight in the appropriate colours and label in the margin:

WHAT, HOW, WHY EVALUATE ANALYSE

I really enjoyed the way that Grace Smart, the Set designer, communicated the semiotics of the play. 
One way she did this was through her simple yet effective design of the backdrop.
On the backdrop she had created the look of a large, wooden gymnasium floor which looked grey and 
worn in condition. It had red and orange court lines painted on too to add further detail and clarity to 
the image.
I think it effectively showed the play was set within a school. The backdrop was the same design 
throughout the play as the location was always at school. 
This design successfully showed the set designers artistic intentions to show the play was based in a 
school and is something we all recognised as audience members. I loved how it was a constant 
reminder that the play is set within the school and how its worn, grey dismal look conveyed the time 
period of the 1980s as it wasn’t pristine and modern. On a deeper level I believe the grey, tired look 
could also communicate that both main characters/the teachers were worn out and tired with the 
education system. It’s design was minimalistic which also helped to communicated the style of the 
design throughout the piece. With a minimalistic set I think it helped me as the audience focus on the 
main action and deeper messages regarding education such as learning being results driven which was 
highlighted by the Headmaster and why Irwin’s character was brought into the play.
Overall her design of the backdrop helped to communicate the semiotics of the time period, location 
and style really clearly and on an even deeper level the messages regarding teaching and education 
which was washed out and tired as the head teacher tried to sack Hector for his old methods, yet the 
new teacher, Irwin, also showed a tick box approach to teaching which was disinteresting to the 
students.



Example paragraph

WHAT, HOW, WHY EVALUATE ANALYSE

WHAT
I really enjoyed the way that Grace Smart, the Set designer, communicated the semiotics of the play. One way she did this was
through her simple yet effective design of the backdrop.

HOW
On the backdrop she had created the look of a large, wooden gymnasium floor which looked grey and worn in condition. It had 
red and orange court lines painted on too to add further detail and clarity to the image.

WHY
I think it effectively showed the play was set within a school. The backdrop was the same design throughout the play as the 
location was always at school. 

EVALUATE and ANALYSE
This design successfully showed it was based in a school and is something we all recognised as audience members. I loved how it 
was a constant reminder that the play is set within the school and how its worn, grey dismal look conveyed the time period of the 
1980s as it wasn’t pristine and modern. In relation to the use of semiotics I believe the grey, tired look could also communicate 
that both main characters/the teachers were worn out and tired with the education system. It’s design was minimalistic which 
also helped to communicated the style of the design throughout the piece. With a minimalistic set I think it helped me as the 
audience focus on the main action and deeper messages regarding education such as learning being results driven which was 
highlighted by the Headmaster and why Irwin’s character was brought into the play.

Overall her design of the backdrop helped to communicate the semiotics of time period, location and style really clearly and on 
an even deeper level the messages regarding teaching and education which was washed out and tired as the head teacher 
tried to sack Hector for his old methods, yet the new teacher, Irwin, also showed a tick box approach to teaching which was 
disinteresting to the students.



EXAMPLE 
ESSAY
(ACTING)

Use three highlighters for:

 Description – to write about what they saw, 
heard or experienced (what, how why).

(10 marks)

 Evaluate – to judge or form your own opinion of 
the skills/key moment, such as explaining how 
successful it was. 

 Analyse- looking deeper into the skills or 
moment created. What else it communicated 
for the audience. Historical context, deeper 
themes, genre, style might be referenced here.

(20 marks)



Example paragraph

Read through and highlight in the appropriate colours and label in the margin:

WHAT, HOW, WHY EVALUATE ANALYSE

The scene where the character Mark (Matthew Barker), came out as transgender to his parents, Fran and Bob, was 
very successful in using his vocal and physical skills to interpret this role. For example in the line “I wanted to be 
normal mum, whatever that is”, Barker created a desperate tone by using a high volume, staccato timbre and fast 
pace. He also emphasised “I” when using his hand gesture to point to himself. The raw desperation here helped 
portray the character of Mark effectively because it highlighted how personal the issue was to mark. Therefore I as 
the audience felt sympathy towards Barker’s character because the situation depicted was in a naturalistic style and 
was heartfelt. Similarly he switched to  a bitter tone towards the end of the line, “Whatever that is” to illustrate his 
frustration of both his parents and society’s perception of what normal is but also his own inner anger for not being 
able to fit into this socially accepted bracket of people. I personally think this was successful as Barker portrayed 
the negative side of society in a sentence which made us as the audience feel shocked and guilty because he was 
speaking the truth.



Now write your own DEA paragraph

Now spend some time going over the moments you have chosen for live 
theatre, you might even have some written up in a paragraph.

Either:

 Create your DEA paragraph

 Or go over and check your existing work for DEA.



Conclusion

 What is the purpose of your conclusion?
To sum up the points you have made in relation to the 
question and ultimately…answer the question.

Again make this short, concise, a summary of your points.









Practice Questions
You should now be ready to answer 

some section B questions

You have 35 
minutes to 

answer each 
question. 

Time yourself 
and try to 
stick to it.

Remember to use CUE 
when reading the 

question

Plan your answer briefly 
before starting

Use WHAT HOW WHY for 
each paragraph then EA

Evaluate a key scene of the live production you watched and its impact on you as an 
audience member. 

Evaluate how style used in the live theatre production you watched impacted you as an 
audience member.

Evaluate the use of semiotics in the live production you watched and their impact it had on 
you as an audience member. 

You are advised to spend about 35 minutes on this section. 
You must answer this question referring to a different performance text than you have studied for 

Section A. 

Evaluate how an actor’s vocal and physical skills in the live theatre production you 
watched impacted you as an audience member.  

Evaluate how the design aspects within the live performance impacted you as an 
audience member.
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