Information for Religious Studies GCSE, EDUQAS Route A

Exam Structure
The RS exam is divided into three main components:
1. Component 1: Religious, Philosophical, and Ethical Studies in the Modern World - Topics
include issues of relationships, life and death, good and evil, and human rights.
« This component is worth 50% of the final grade.
2. Component 2: Study of Christianity
« Focuses on beliefs, teachings, and practices of Christianity.
« This component is worth 25% of the final grade.
3. Component 3: Study of Buddhism
- Students will study the beliefs, teachings, and practices of Buddhism
« This component is worth 25% of the final grade.
Revision Ideas

« Regular Revision: Encourage your child to review their notes regularly and use revision
guides.

- Past Papers: Practicing past exam papers can help familiarise them with the exam format
and question styles.

« Mind Maps and Flashcards: These tools can help in summarising key concepts and making
revision more interactive.

- Group Study: Studying with peers can provide different perspectives and enhance
understanding.

- Complete Exam Questions: Practicing past paper questions will help with time management
and confidence

- Define Key Terms: For example, "What is omnipotence?" or "What is stewardship?".

- Describe Concepts: Such as "Describe the role of Word and Spirit in creation”.

- Explain Significance: Questions like "Explain why the concept of the Trinity is important in
Christianity".

- Evaluate Arguments: For instance, "Evaluate the arguments for and against the existence of
God".

Skills Needed

+  Knowledge and Understanding: Detailed knowledge of the subject material and the ability
to explain beliefs and actions.

+ Key Vocabulary and Sources of Authority: Familiarity with key terms and references to
scripture or religious teachings.

- Impact and Analysis: Understanding how beliefs influence actions and the ability to break
down topics into parts.

- Argument and Evaluation: Giving reasons for different viewpoints and weighing up ideas to
come to a judgment.



Useful Resources

Past Papers and Mark Schemes:

Save My Exams - Edugas GCSE Religious Studies Past
Papers: www.savemyexams.com/gcse/religious-studies/wjec-eduqas/past-papers/

Revision World - Edugas GCSE RS Past Papers: www.revisionworld.com/gcse-
revision/rsreligious-studies/past-papers/edugas-gcse-rs-past-papers

Videos:
GCSE Religious Studies with Edugas: www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2Cf25EJsxA

Edugas GCSE Religious Studies - Route A
Introduction: www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAVbIWKddJA

GCSE RE (Edugas) - Evolution and Catholics 5min recap:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTrEkcpzpzY
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Band Descriptor

An excellent, coherent answer showing knowledge and understanding of
the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. An excellent
understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and
societies.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of

A good, generally accurate answer showing knowledge and
understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities
and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom
and authority generally accurately.

A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief,

practice, mmuwmwmmdmm
influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom
and authority in a limited way.

No relevant information provided.

Band Descriptor

Total

concept. mmzmdmwm
individuals, communities and societies.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately,

7-8

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of

concept. Ammmdmwmw
communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority generally accurately.

A limited and/or poorly organised explanation showing limited
knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice,
teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences
individuals, communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and
authority in a limited way.

1-2

No relevant information provided.
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Band Descriptor

An excelient, highly detaded analysis and evaluation of the issue based
on detalled knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral
reasoning to formulate judgements and present allernative or different
viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how bellef influences
individuals, communities and socleties.

MWMMMOIWMM
as those held by humanists and atheists *

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of
wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

13-18

A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on
accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning
1o formulate judgements and present alermative or different viewpoints.
A very good understanding of how belief nfluences individuals,
communities and societies

A very good, detailled consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as
those held by humanists and atheists *

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of
wisdom and authonty appropriately and in detail.

10-12 | '

A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on
a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral
reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise
alternative or different viewpoints linked o religion and belief. A good
Mamwmmmm

Agood MMMdWMM
as those held by humanists and atheists *

Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, lerms and/or
sources of wisdom and authority

ww:)dumm“mbadmw
knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning o

judgements. A imited understanding of how belief influences
, communities and societies.

Awmgww such as those held by
humanists and atheists.

Uses imited religious/specialist language, terms and/or few sources of
wisdom and authority

A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt, or
no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different
viewpoints. Tenuous atlempl or no attempt made 1o demonstrate how
belief influences individuals. communities and societies.

A very basic consideration or no consideration of non-refigious beliefs,
such as those heid by humanists and atheists *

Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or
sources of wisdom and authority.

No relevant point of view stated,




